


CONSENT CALENDAR – February 21, 2023 
 
1. Approval:  Minutes of the Regular Meeting, February 7, 2023. 

 
2. Approval: Payroll from February 10, 2023 in the amount of $380,188.78. 

 
3. Approval:  Claims against the following funds: General, General Debt Service, Trust and 

Agency, Street, Electric, Refuse Collection and Disposal, Sanitary Sewer, Water, Golf 
Course, Downtown Improvement Districts, R.S.V.P., Keno, and Capital Improvement; 
$1,834,605.44. 

 
4. Approval: Issuance of Cemetery Certificates for Angela Flood and Melodee Kittelmann.  
 
5. For Your Information:  The police department has opportunities to apply for several grants to 

aid with operations. Chief Lukens has provided a narrative outlining grants available. If 
approved, all grants will have to be accepted by Council at a later date.  
 

 
NOTE: City Manager Sorensen and City Treasurer Baker have reviewed these expenditures and to the best of their 
knowledge confirm that they are within budgeted appropriations to this point in the fiscal year. 
 
Any item listed on the Consent Calendar may, by the request of any single Council Member, be considered as a 
separate item in the Regular Agenda. 
 

 

 

 



COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS 
 

The Alliance, Nebraska City Council met in a Regular Meeting on Tuesday, February 7, 
2023 at 7:00 p.m.  Present were Council Members Dafney, Mischnick, McGhehey, Andersen. 

 
Council acted on and/or discussed the following items of business: 
 

1. Excused Councilman Mashburn.  
 
2. Approved the Consent Calendar.  Ayes: All.  Motion carried. 
 
3. Marci Luth of AMGL, P.C. presented an overview of the City of Alliance’s Audit of the 
 Financial Statement for the period October 1, 2021 through September 30, 2022.    
 
4. Council accepted the First Quarter Financial Statement as presented by City Treasurer 
 Baker.  Ayes: All.  Motion carried. 
 
5. Accepted the resignation of Gail N. McMurtrey from the Knight Museum & Sandhills 
 Center Board.  Ayes: All.  Motion carried. 
 
6. Accepted the resignation City Clerk Johnson effective February 17, 2023. 
 
 

Meeting adjourned at 7:39 p.m. 
 

 
 

______________________________ 
Mike Dafney, Mayor 

 
(SEAL) 
 

______________________________ 
  Tarrah S. Johnson, City Clerk 

 
 
 
 
 
Complete minutes of the Alliance City Council may be viewed by the public during regular work hours at the City 
Clerk’s Office, 324 Laramie Avenue, Alliance, Nebraska. 
 
 
 



 February 7, 2023 

ALLIANCE CITY COUNCIL 
 

REGULAR MEETING, TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 7, 2023 
 

 
STATE OF NEBRASKA  ) 
     ) 
COUNTY OF BOX BUTTE  ) § 
     ) 
CITY OF ALLIANCE  ) 
 
 
 The Alliance City Council met in a Regular Meeting, February 7, 2023 at 7:00 p.m. in the 
Alliance Learning Center Community Meeting Room, 1750 Sweetwater Avenue.  A notice of 
meeting was published in the Alliance Times Herald on February 1, 2023.  The notice stated the 
date, hour and place of the meeting, that the meeting was open to the public, and that an agenda 
of the meeting, kept continuously current, was available for public inspection at the office of the 
City Clerk in City Hall; provided the Council could modify the agenda at the meeting if it 
determined an emergency so required.  A similar notice, together with a copy of the agenda, also 
had been provided to each of the City Council Members.  An agenda, kept continuously current, 
was available for public inspection at the office of the City Clerk during regular business hours 
from the publication of the notice to the time of the meeting. 
 

Mayor Dafney opened the February 7, 2023 regular meeting of the Alliance, Nebraska 
City Council at 7:00 p.m.  Present were Mayor Dafney and Council members Mischnick, 
McGhehey, and Andersen. Also present were City Manager Sorensen, City Attorney Hoesing, 
City Treasurer Baker and City Clerk Johnson.  

 
● By consensus, Councilman Mashburn was excused from the meeting.  

 
● Mayor Dafney read the Open Meetings Act Announcement. 
 
● The Consent Calendar was the first item on the agenda. A motion was made by 
Councilman McGhehey and seconded by Councilman Mischnick to approve the Consent 
Calendar as follows: 

CONSENT CALENDAR – February 7, 2023 
 
1. Approval:  Minutes of the Regular Meeting, January 17, 2023. 

 
2. Approval: Payroll from January 13, 2023 in the amount of $383,391.46 and January 27, 2023 

in the amount of $277,382.30. 
 
3. Approval:  Claims against the following funds: General, General Debt Service, Trust and 

Agency, Street, Electric, Refuse Collection and Disposal, Sanitary Sewer, Water, Golf 



 February 7, 2023 

Course, Downtown Improvement Districts, R.S.V.P., Keno, and Capital Improvement; 
$353,314.09. 

 
4. Approval: Issuance of Cemetery Certificate for Chad Prelle for the W ½ of Lot Eleven (11), 

Section Five (5), Block Twenty-two (22).  
 

5. Approval: Resolution No. 23-08 will authorize the acceptance of the Rural Crime Reduction 
Grant in the amount of $150,000. 
 

6. Approval: Resolution No. 23-09 authorizes the submittal of the U.S. DOT RAISE Grant 
application. 
 

7. Approval: Resolution No. 23-10 certifies the City has met all terms of the 2022 Maintenance 
Agreement No. 3 and authorizes the Mayor to sign the 2022 Certificate of Compliance for 
submittal and payment.  
 

8. Approval: Authorizes the submittal of a mini grant to the Nebraska Department of 
Transportation for three preliminary breath testers to be utilized in the police department.  
 

9. For Your Information:  The City of Alliance has received the Official Notice of the Revised 
Rate Schedule for Service Schedule M Participants and the Energy Standard Avoided Cost 
Rate from NMPP Energy. 

 
NOTE: City Manager Sorensen and City Treasurer Baker have reviewed these expenditures and to the best of their 
knowledge confirm that they are within budgeted appropriations to this point in the fiscal year. 
 
Any item listed on the Consent Calendar may, by the request of any single Council Member, be considered as a 
separate item in the Regular Agenda. 
 
 Roll call vote with the following results:  
 
 Voting Aye:  Dafney, Mischnick, McGhehey, Andersen. 

 
 Voting Nay:  None. 
 
 Motion carried. 

● Next for Council was the City of Alliance’s Audit of the Financial Statement for the period 
October 1, 2021 through September 30, 2022. Marci Luth of AMGL, P.C, reviewed via telephone.  
 
 A motion was made by Councilman Andersen, seconded by Councilman McGhehey to accept 
the Audit as presented. 
 
 Roll call vote with the following results:  
 
 Voting Aye:  Dafney, Mischnick, McGhehey, Andersen. 

 



 February 7, 2023 

 Voting Nay:  None. 
 
 Motion carried. 

● The presentation and acceptance of the First Quarter Financial Statement was next before 
Council. 
 

City Treasurer Baker presented and reviewed the First Quarter Financial Report and 
Dashboards to Council. 
 
 A motion was made by Councilman Mischnick, seconded by Councilman McGhehey to 
accept the First Quarter Financial Report. 
 
 Roll call vote with the following results:  
 
 Voting Aye:  Dafney, Mischnick, McGhehey, Andersen. 

 
 Voting Nay:  None. 
 
 Motion carried. 

● Board resignations was the next item on the agenda. 

 A motion was made by Councilman Mischneick, seconded by Councilman McGhehey to 
accept the resignation of Gail N. McMurtrey from the Knight Museum & Sandhills Center 
Board. 

 Roll call vote with the following results:  
 
 Voting Aye:  Dafney, Mischnick, McGhehey, Andersen. 

 
 Voting Nay:  None. 
 
 Motion carried. 

● The final agenda item was Resolution No. 23-11 which accepts the resignation of City 
Clerk Johnson with a final employment date of February 17, 2023. 

 A motion was made by Councilman McGhehey, seconded by Councilman Mischnick to 
approve Resolution No. 23-11 in its entirety: 

 Resolution No. 23-11 
 

 WHEREAS, the City of Alliance, Nebraska (the “City”) has appointed Tarrah Johnson 
(“Johnson”) as the City Clerk of the City, under an employment contract for an unspecified term; 
and; 
 
 WHEREAS, Johnson has tendered her resignation to the City Council of the City on 
February 3, 2023; and 



 February 7, 2023 

 
 WHEREAS, the City Council determines that it is in the best interests of the City to 
accept Johnson’s resignation; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and City Council of the City of 
Alliance, Nebraska, that the resignation of Johnson as City Clerk is accepted, that the last day of 
appointment and employment for Johnson shall be February 17, 2023, and that Johnson’s 
services under her employment contract with the City shall end upon her resignation, which shall 
be February 17, 2023. 
 

Roll call vote with the following results:  
 
 Voting Aye:  Dafney, Mischnick, McGhehey, Andersen. 

 
 Voting Nay:  None. 
 
 Motion carried. 

 

There being no further business before Council, Mayor Dafney adjourned the meeting at  
7:39 p.m. 
 
 

 
______________________________ 

Mike Dafney, Mayor 
 

(SEAL) 
 

______________________________ 
Tarrah S. Johnson, City Clerk 

 
 
Complete minutes of the Alliance City Council may be viewed by the public during regular work 
hours at the City Clerk’s Office, 324 Laramie Avenue, Alliance, Nebraska. 
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GRANT SUBMISSIONS FOR POLICE DEPARTMENT 
 
Grants are very difficult to win, and the competition is great. Having the ability to apply for multiple grants 
increases the chances of winning some. All grants applied for have an underlying support of the strategic plan 
which has the ultimate goals of person focused, crime reduction, and repeat crime reduction. Different entities have 
opportunities which support equipment and technology, supplement of salaries for objectives, training 
supplementation, increased partnerships with stakeholders in the community and ultimately making Alliance rated 
the safest city in the state of Nebraska. The police department has the goal of supplementing the annual operating 
budget with about $2 million from grants on our current projects. Since 2021 the police department has secured 
over $1 million in grant funds. Many of the aspects we currently perform could receive supplemental funding 
reducing our overall impact to the general fund making funds available for other needed resources in the 
community. 
 
Many groups also apply for these grants and when awarded, they seek sub-awardees like the recent Rural Policing 
grant we received for $150,000. Many times, these grant applications are time sensitive and close within a period 
of days making it difficult to bring before council. The police department in the best interest of council’s time is 
seeking the ability to apply for grants and only bring grants before council if they are won giving council the 
opportunity to accept or decline without numerous presentations on grants which may never be awarded.  
Some federal grants take time and research to see whether they are in line with the strategic plan to include 
attending webinars and meetings. This makes it difficult to provide a conclusive list of available grants because 
often it requires meeting with someone from that entity to explain examples of what they are looking for. Other 
times it requires a conference attendance. The meetings are valuable and have already resulted in two grant awards, 
but we may not know a grant is a good fit until last minute. For this purpose, the police department would like the 
discretion to apply for federal grants as needed on the condition that council has final say on acceptance.  
The next six months have the most grant announcements which are announced daily. This season is valuable to 
capitalize on available funds and budget planning for the 2024 fiscal year. The following are a list of grants that we 
know of this does not include subaward groups which we would like the discretion to submit to as well when they 
are identified.  
 
Nebraska Crime Commission - State of Nebraska 
Name Purpose  Amount Match Requirement 
Victims of Crime Act 
 

Equipment, personnel, and 
partnerships reducing 
victims and crime rate.   

$6,800,000 20% 
 

Byrne Justice Assistance 
Grant (We received 
$50,000 for two years for 
CIT in 2021 and 2022) 
 

Equipment, personnel, and 
partnerships reducing 
victims and crime rate.   

$980,000 0% 

STOP Violence Against 
Women Act 
 

Equipment, personnel, and 
partnerships reducing 
victims and crime rate.   

$282,670 
 

25% 

Sexual Assault Services 
Program Grant 
 

Equipment, personnel, and 
partnerships reducing 
victims and crime rate.   

$600,000 0% 
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Office of Justice, BJA, BJS, NIJ, VOC, OJJDP, COPS 
Name Purpose  Amount Match Requirement 
Comprehensive Opioid 
Stimulant and Substance 
Use 
 

Equipment, personnel, and 
partnerships reducing 
victims and crime rate.   

$1,600,000 0% 
 

Reducing Injury and 
Death of Missing 
Individuals with Dementia 
and Developmental 
Disabilities 
 

Equipment, personnel, and 
partnerships reducing 
victims and crime rate.   

$150,000 0% 

Second Chance Act 
 

Equipment, personnel, and 
partnerships reducing 
victims and crime rate.   

$1,000,000 
 

0% 

Project Safe 
Neighborhoods 
 

Equipment, personnel, and 
partnerships reducing 
victims and crime rate.   

$215,000 0% 

VOC – We know they are 
coming and will fit well 
with what we do. 

Equipment, personnel, and 
partnerships reducing 
victims and crime rate.   

? ?  

COPS- We know this 
grant is coming and can 
supplement more salaries 

Equipment, personnel, and 
partnerships reducing 
victims and crime rate.   

? ? 

 
RECOMMENDATION: AUTHORIZE THE POLICE DEPARTMENT TO APPLY FOR 
GRANTS.   




















































































































